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THE YOUTHFUL HEROES. 


Ax imperious monarch of the East, returning from the con- 
quest of the neighboring natiens, his heart inflated with pride, 
ignorant of the unseen Hand that guided him, and the Power that 
crowned him with the laurels of victory; conceived himself Lord 
of the souls as well as the bodies of men: Hence he determined to 
introduce uniformity in religious worship, and, at the same time, 
to perpetuate his glory to the latest posterity. For this purpose, 
he erected a monstrous image in the plain of Dura, and convoked 
all the princes, governors, and magistrates of the realm. A herald 
then announced the stern command, that when they should hear 
the concert of music, they should, with one consent, fall down 
and worship the golden image, upon the penalty of being cast into 
the fiery furnace. Soon the melodious sounds are heard, and the 
obsequious multitude bow to the earth, in honor to the fancied 
Deity. : 

With what self-applause did the haughty tyrant contemplate 
the passing scene! But his joy was short, for certain courtly syco- 
phants drew near, and recapitulating the royal edict; proceed- 
ed to state—That certain Jews, whom the king had promoted 
to places of trust, were 80 ungrateful as not to regard their prince, 
nor serve his gods, nor worship the golden image which he had set 
up. He, enraged at this contempt of his authority, commands 
the accused to be brought into his presence. ‘l‘hey appear before 
him, clothed in innecence: Heavenly peace sits smiling on their 
placid countenances, and their whole demeanor indicates an un- 
shaken confidence in their God. The enraged monarch thus ad- 
dresses them: “ Is it true, @ Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego? 
*“* do not ye serve my gods, nor worship the golden image that I 
“ have set up?”—“ Now, if ye be ready, that at what time ye 
“ hear the sound of the cornet, flate, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and 
“ dulcimer, and all kinds of music, ye fall down and worship the 
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“ golden image which I have mate; well. But if ye worship not, 
“* ye shall be cast the same hour into the midst of a burning fiery 
‘‘ fernace; and who is that God that shall deliver you out of my 
“ hands?’ 

What a trial of their faith! On the one hand, to allure them, 
was held out the imperial favor, the pride of office, the blandish- 
ments of courtly parade; on the other, to appal them, the rage of 
ihe iyrant, with ali his armed forces, and the blazing furnace yawn- 
ing to receive them. But do they hesifate? No. Not a moment 
is lost in consulting with the flesh. How magnanimous do they 
appear? Fired with holy zeal, and filled with heavenly fortilude, 
they speak. But how does the mighty conqueror of the East shrink 
before them? How do all the appendages of royal grandeur sink 
in their presence? They speak; but methinks I hear the voice of 
heavenly wartiors—* O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to an- 
ser thee in this matter. If tt be so, our God, whom wwe serve is able 
to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us 
out of thine hand, O king. But if not, be it known unto thee, O 
king, that we wil not serve thy geds, nor worship the golden image 
which thou hast sct up.” 'lhe tyrant, enraged at their boldness; 
issues the crue] mandate, to heat the furnace seven times hotter 
than it was wont to be heated. The place of torment being prepa- 
red, he indignantly commands the most mighty men in his army, 
to seize these heroic Jews, and cast them into the midst of the 
flaming furnace. O the cowardice of guilt, the imbecility of royal 
dignity, when contending with innocence! 'They, urged on by the 
vindictive orders of their haughty chief, seize the destined victims, 
and binding them hand and foot, cast them info the devouring 
fiame. But who ever contended with God, and prospered! By 
ijis command, the flame fell on the executioners of the cruel or- 
ders, and quick consumed them. 

The intrepid heroes, launching into the fiery gulph, breathe 
forth their ardent prayers to God. ‘They are heard: and soon the 
Son, arising from his throne, and with speed exceeding the most 
agile motion of the ethereal flame, descends to earth; en- 
ters the burning furnace, and exhibits himself to the view of 
his faithful servants. At his command, the fierce enkindled 
flame becomes mild as the breath of morning. The ascending 
flame shines with indescribable brilliancy; and the livid coals, like 
diamonds, lie scatiered beneath their feet. ‘They watk upon a 
pavement of gold. Heaven comes down to earth, and the perse- 
cuted saints enjoy a glorious triumph. But what astonishment 
seizes the haughty monarch! In haste he leaves his royal seat, 
and trembling, speaks to his counsellors. ‘ Did not we cast three 
‘** men bound into the midst of the fire ?” They answered, “ True, 
“ 0 king.” He replied, “ Lo, I see four men loose, walking in 
“* the midst of the fire, and they have no hurt; and the form of 
“ the fourth is like the Son of God.” ‘The tyrant, attended with 
a group of servile flatterers, then drew near to the mouth of the 
flaming furnace; and they were witnesses of this astonishing dis- 














The Youthful Heroes. 35 


play of divine guardianship. They saw these favorites of the Great 
Supreme, waiking amidst the fire. On them, the smell of fire had 
not passed; nor was there a hair of their heads singed. ‘he trem- 
bling monarch, all aghast, calls them forth. The intrepid heroes, 
with countenances serene, and hearts of joy, walk forth from the 
midst of the glowing furnace, into the presence of the king and his 
impieus court. 

‘These amiable youths, had now obtained a glorious conquest 
over the hanghty Babylonian, supported by all the power of the 
East. How fallen, how little does he now appear! What shame 
and confusion now overwhelm him! He is mortified; but not hume- 
bled: for with the same haughty spirit, and intemperate zeal, he 
now issues an edict; “ That every people, nation and language, 
that shall speak any thing amiss against the God of Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abed-nego, shall be cut in pieces, and their houses 
be made a dunghill.”’ 

What a picture of depravity is here presented to our view !— 
Ignorance, bigotry, pride, and ambition, taking possession of the 
human heart, transform man into a monster. Here we learn the 
folly of those statesmen, who presume to legislate in matters of 
religion; and here too,‘ the madness of those who set themselves 
against God, Here we have a glorious example of holy fortitude, 
and constancy, in those youthful heroes; whom neither popular 
applause, nor royal favor could allure, nor the horror of persecu- 
tion deter from their duty. Here we learn the superior excellence 
of true religion: how amiable, and yet, how formidable does it 
render its possessor. Here we see the power of faith: It was this 
that enabled these heroic men to triumph over the sanguinary ty- 
rant; that yiekded their bodies to the flame; that deprived the 
furious element of its corrosive quality; that burst their bands and 
enlarged their steps under them, and changed the flaming furnace 
into a paradise. 

But how am I reproved; my sluggi-h soul, how dull, how full 
of unbelief; how ready, on every occasion, to desert the cause of 
truth. The alluring vanities of the world draw me off from duty; 
the slightest danger often deters me from the service of God. O 
for that faith, which is of divine operation, which works by love 
and purifies the heart: That faith which removes all obstacles, 
surmounts all difficulties, repels all dangers, performs all duties, 
raises the soul above the world, and unites it to God. O for that 
armor of righteousness, that may enable me to withstand every 
enemy: and to come off conqueror, and more than conqueror, 
through him that loved us, and gave himself a ransom for us. 


AMYNTAS. 









































36 Honorable Muntficence. 


HONORABLE MUNIFICENCE. 


Tue Christian public are extensively acquainted with the fact, 
that several young men, natives of the island of Owbyhee, are 
now in Connecticut. ‘Two of them were brought over in a ship 
belonging to this port, [New Haven] and arrived about ten years 
since. They were then lads of 16 and 14 years of age. Their 
Owhyhee names are Obookiah and and Hoopoo. The former has 
prefixed to his original name the name of Henry; the latter, that 
of ‘Thomas. A third, landed in Boston about six years ago; and, 
hearing of Henry Obookiah, whe was then at Andover, went and 
joined him. His name is William Tenooi. Lately they have been 
joined by a fourth, who is called John Honoree. 

Soon alter the arrival of the two first, several young men of 
piety, then connected with Yale college, interested themselves in 
their behalf, and taught them to read. After this, Henry Oboo- 
kiah resided some time in Torringford, in the family of the Rev. 
Mr. Mills; and afterwards at Andover, where he was instructed 
by the students of the Theological Seminary. He has not only 
learned reading, writing, and arithmetic, but grammar and geog- 
raphy; and what is of more importance, the principles and the 
doctrines of the Christiaas Religion. - He also gives very satisfac- 
tory evidence of personal piety, and has made a public profession 
of religion. ‘The other three, in proportion to the time they have 
have been severally employed in study, have made respectable 
proficiency. The two first of them are hopefully Christians; and 
the mind of the third is deeply interested on religious subjects. It 
ought also to be mentioned, that these youths have discovered a 
very lively interest in the religious concerns of one another. 
When Obookiah became anxious about himself, he felt similar anx- 
iety for Hoopoo and T'enooi. These two have discovered a like 
solicitude for each other. And, on a late visit, which one of them 
made to Honoree, it was found out, by accident, that he spent 
most of the day he was there in praying with him. 

It is the intention of these young men, when qualified, to re- 
turn to their own country as Missionaries. For this purpose, 
Providence unquestionably cast them on our shores; and, by this 
very fact, has announced to the Christians of this country, THEIR 
puTy with regard to them. The eldest, Henry Obookiah, has al- 
ready begun a translation of a part of the New Testament into 
the language of Owhyhee. By his aid, also, an Owbyhee gram- 
mar has been partly or wholly completed. 

The situation of these young men has occasionally recommen- 
ded them to the liberality of the benevolent. As they have become 
more extensively known, this liberality has been more extensively 
exerted. We mention, however, with peculiar pleasure, the fol- 
lowing instance of honorable munificence on the part of some of 
the citizens of Savannah and Georgia. 
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Last fall a young lady of that city was on a visit to her friends 
in New Haven. She heard the story of three* of the Owhyhee 
lads, and felt a lively interest in their welfare; particularly as the 
future Missionaries of Owhyhee. On her return to Savannah, she 
took pains in company with two of her female friends, to make 
their situation and circumstances known, and to solicit the contri- 
butions of some of the citizens in their behalf. ‘l'heir exertions 
were not /ruitless. A few days since, she forwarded to a lady in 
this city, the sum of three hundred and thirty-five dollars, given 
for the very purpose of educating Henry, ‘'homas, and William, 
as missionaries to Owhyhee. ‘“‘ He who giveth a cup of cold water 
to a disciple, in the name of a disciple, shall in no wise lose his 
reward.” I'his example of Christian liberality is highly honorable 
to the citizens of Savannah; and ought to be known, that others 
may “ go and do likewise.” 

The four youths are now under the care of the Foreign Mis- 
sion Society. ‘hey will be prepared as speedily as possible fora 
mission among their countrymen. For the present they are to be 
stationed at Morris Academy, in Litchfield, under the care of the 
Rev. W. Weeks. 

Owhyhee belongs to a group of islands in the Pacific Ocean, 
called the Sandwich islands, between 18 50 and 20 16 N. lat. and 
203 47 and 205 E. long. from Greenwich. ‘They are all under 
the government of one prince, whose name is Tamaamaah. He 
is a man of strong sense, and has labored long and successfully to 
introduce the arts of civilization among bis countrymen. All the 
islands are fertile and populous. Owhyhee, the largest of them, 
is 280 miles in extent, and contains 150,000 inhabitants, who are 
naturally, mild, friendly, and hospitable to strangers; although the 
unfortunate Capt. Cook lost his life here by a sudden impulse of 
undeserved resentment. ‘The king has a considerable fleet. His 
troops, to some extent, are furnished with muskets. ‘I'he natives 
worship a god calied Acooa. 

The following story respecting Hoopoo will interest every one. 
When he left Owhyhee, he was about 14 years old. ‘The captain, 
with whom he came, had given him a pea-jacket, which he was 
very fond of wearing. A day or two after they sailed, when the 
ship was running before the wind at the rate of ten miles an hour, 
Hoopoo, by some accident fell overboard. One of the sailors, see- 
ing him drop, immediately threw over a hen coop. The ship, 
though hauled to as soon as possible, had got full three miles a- 
head of him. The captain determined to put back, though nothing 
but the hen-coop was discernible on the waves. ‘I'he moment 
Hoopoo gained the surface of the water after his fall, and had time 
to open his eyes and discover the ship, he determined to swim af- 
ter it. He was a very expert swimmer; but he saw that the ship 
was sailing much faster than he could swim, and unless he could 
overtake it he knew that he must perish. For some time he looked 





* The fourth had not then joined them. 
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at the ship, and seeing it go from bim so rapidly, gave himself up 
for lost. In his despair, he cried out to Acooa, and promised him, 
if he would save him, he would give him his pea jacket, when he 
got back to Owhyhee! He soon got upon the hen- -coop, and there 
rested himself uniil he was taken on board. Alter this, during 
the whole voyage, he never wore his pea-jacket. If any of the 
men urged him to put it on, he always replied, that he must not, 
for it belonged to Acooa. If any of the crew did any thing to that 
jacket, Hoopoo was angry; for it was an affront offered to Acooa. 
For a long time after he landed, he would never suffer the pea- 
jacket to be touched. It was not until he became fully convinced 
that Acooa was no god, that he felt himself released from the vow 
which be made to him while sinking ia the ocean, that if he would 
gave him, he would present him that pea-jacket, as soon as he got 
home to Owhyhee. 

his justance of native conscientiousness in a heathen boy, in 
discharging his vow to an imaginary god, ought to raise a blush on 
the cheek of many a Christian, for his own neglect of paying his 
vows to the “ Lord that bought him.” [Chr. Herald. 
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To the Editor of the Beligious Intelligencer. 


Sir, 
OxsERVING in your paper & short sketch relative to the Owhy- 


heean youth, now at school in this country, I think it may be in- 
teresting to the Christian public, to hear something more particular 
about Honooree,* and the visit which Hoopoo paid him a few 
weeks since. 
He came to my house in December last. He had been in this 
untry but a few weeks, and was buried in all the senseless igno- 
rance of a devotee to a BLock of woop. He could mutter over 
his unmeaning prayers; and previous to leaving his native place, 
had sacrificed a hog, as a preparatory step to becoming a priest in 
their filthy temples. Whatever ideas the more enligh| ‘ened among 
his countrymen may have of God, or of the soul of man, he had 
none. When he informed us that he had lost his mother, I asked 
him to what place she had gone; he pointed to the earth, and said, 
There. 1 asked if she had not gone to heaven, explaining to him 
the nature of the place. He shook his head and replied; “* No 
heaven. Owhyhbee.” After he had obtained some knowledge of the 
living God, and had begun to see that our religion was better than 
theirs, upon his describiog their idols as having hands, feet, eyes, 
&e. I said, your god has hands, but he no work. He replied, 
with a smile of contempt, No. Your god has eyes; but he no see. 
He replied again, shaking his head in disdain, No. 
In December, Honooree began the English alphabet. He now 
, with tolerable facility, most words in the spelling book, and 
He writes a legible hand, and is at- 


spells 
evins to read in the Bible. 
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tached to his books. His disposition is agreeable, and he has a 
great regard to propriety of behaviour. He discovers much inge- 
nuity and aptness of thought; is decided, faithful and persevering; 
and from the first has felt more of a missionary spirit than could 
have been expected. Not long after he had learned a little about 
Christ’s dying for sinners, he dreamed that he was at home, that 
his countrymen came round him in numbers, and that he tried to 
tell them how Christ died for poor sinners, how he was put to 
death on the cross. 

We have taught him daily; and 'Tenooe, who also resides with 
me, has made a point of instructing him as he was able, and of 
praying with him. But in consequence of his imperfect knowledge 
of our language, he gained but little instruction. 

About the middle of May, Hoopoo, having for a long tiine felt 
anxious for Honooree, came sixty miles on foot, seemingly for the 
sole purpose of converting his ignorant friend from the error of his 
ways. It was an interesting season. He entered upon his work 
immediately, with the zeal of an apostle. It reminded me of An- 
drew’s address to his brother Peter—“ We have found the Mrs- 
sias. Although it is not twelve months since he himself was 
brought out of nature’s darkness, he displayed the knowledge and 
experience of an enligitened Christian. He labored and prayed 
in their own tongue, and observed, that if his brethren had taught 
him in this way, he might have found Christ in one day, when it 
took him a whole week. He spent several days, and seemed un- 
willing to depart before he had witnessed a saving change. He 
was truly in earnest, He says, “ Honooree, you must seek God, 
until you find. You must pray God to give you a new heart. You 
must not divert your mind; you must repent now, and make your 
peace with God. You must keep good temper, and be like Christ.’” 
In many such words did he exhort his friend. Soon after he was 
gone, perceiving Honooree to be very thoughtful, I asked him how 
he felt. ‘1 feel sorry,” said he. For what? “ I feel sorry for 
my sin. I come into this country all oversin. I hope 1 find 
God.”” The impressions then made, appear to be abiding, and 
greatly encourage us that they will never be lost. 

Hoopoo’s motto to Christians was ‘* Press forward.” To sin- 
ners, “* You must repent now.” He conversed with several of my 
youth, earnestly entreating them to make their peace with God 
now. ‘l'o the young gentlemen boarding in my family he had 
something to say. Toa member of Coijlege, who spent the vaca- 
tion with me, he said, “ O how much better, go back to College 
with a new heart. ‘hen you get the best education; the Holy 
Spirit teach you.” In praying for sinners, his language was,— 
“* Open thou their deaf ears, may they hear. Open their blind 
eyes, may they see. Soften their hard hearts, may they feel.” 

[ subjoin a letter lately written to his two friends with me; 
which you are at liberty to publish if you think proper. 

Yours, respectfully, 
WM. S. VAILL. 
North Guilford, June 25, 1816. 















































4Q Hoopoo’s Letter. 
Canaan, June 15, 1816. 


Dear Brother, 


I am very glad to hear from you. I hope the Lord will visit 
you with the outpouring of his Spirit. If you believe, you are 
Christian. ‘That you ought to remember that the Lord has done 
every thing for you, and he blessed your precious and immortal 
soul, and he brought you over the great waters, from a distant part 
of the globe, in this Christiav land. 1 hope the Lord will bless. you 
both, and show you the way, where you should go. Let your light 
so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glo- 
rify your }'ather which is in heaven. | hope his Spirit will make 
you rejoice in ali his works. ‘hen you shouid go back to Owhy- 
bee, to carry glad tidings of salvation to bring your poor country- 


men into Christ Jesus our Lord. 1 pray the Lord for you both, to. 


live near to Him. Press forward to the mark for the prize of the 
high calling of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Pray to Him, offer- 
ing the morning, and the evening sacrifices, The sacritices of God 
are a broken spirit; a broken and a contrite heart, Q God, thou 
wilt not despise. ‘he Lord will save those that are of a broken 
heart and contrite spirit. You must pray to him always, according 
to his mercy to save your poor countrymen from that awful prison, 
where hope never will come. I hope we will not let him go, ex- 
cept he bless the poor heathen. He has not spoken in seeret, in a 
dark place of the earth. He said not unto the seed of Jacob, Seek 
ye me invain. But he says, Come, for all things are now ready. 
And whosoever does not bear his cross, and come after him, he 
cannot be his disciple. 1 hope you, and Mr. Vaill, will pray for 
me, and for all poor sinners on your right hand, and en your left; 
and he can have mercy on them: God can work, and who can 
binder? And he will turn them as the rivers of water are turned. 
You must tell poor sinners, they must work out their own salva- 
tion with fear and trembling. The time is coming when, at the 
name of Jesus, every Knee shall bow, and every tongue contess, 
that he is Lord to the glory of God the Father. I rejoice that I am 
in the hands of God, as clay in the hands of the potter. Let us by 
prayer and supplication call upor Him, till a pation shall be bora 
in a day, and the kingdoms of this world become the kingdoms of 
our Lord and of his Christ. Henry and I intend to spend Friday 
and Saturday evening in prayer; and I wish you and Honooree to 
set apart the same evenings, 2s long as we live in this land. I 
must draw my letter toa close. May the grace of God ever be 
with you, and direct you in the right path. Please to give my love 
to my dear Honooree. I am, sir, your affectionate countryman. 


THOMAS HOOPOO. 
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Mission at the Society Islands. 


MISSION AT THE SOCIETY ISLANDS. 


Letter from the Missionaries in Eimeo. 


Krmeo, September 6, 1815. 


Honored FaTHERS AND BRETHREN, 
ProvipDENce favoring us again with an opportunity, we think 
it our duty to acquaint you briefly with ourown circumstances; 
and those of the Mission since the date of our last, which was 
January 14, 1815; a duplicate of which accompanies this. 

But before we enter particularly into ihe state of the Mission, 
and of affairs among the islanders, we shall mention some partieu- 
Jars of things among ourselves. Though, at all times, we look upou 
the term of our abode among mortals as most uncertain, yet the 
many deaths around us, our own frequent illness, and various afflic- 
tions since our residence on this island, tend still-more to call our 
attention to this subject; and under these impressions we have in 
our last; as well as twice before, intreated the Directors to “ take 
the-state of this mission into serious consideration; and, if: possi- 
ble, to provide for its wants by sending some suitable Missionaries 
{o our assistance before we sink into the grave, leaving our poor 
people destitute of instruction.”’ 

We have now to inform the Society, that a melancholy event, 
which took place very soon after the above was written, appears 
to urge the request with peculiar energy; for it hath pleased the 
Lord, in his wise, yet to us mysterious providence, to make an- 
other breach among us, by unexpect@dly removing from us to the 
eternal world our late brother Scott. The immediate cause of his 
death was a bowel complaint, to which he had often been subject 
before. He was taken ill on Friday evening, and died on the 
Thursday following, the 9th of February. On that day, in the 
afternoon, he quitted his station among mortals, and went to join, 
we hope, the glorious company above. We did not, and appa- 
rently he did not himself, apprehend his ead was so near, or that 
he was till Uhursday morning, in more dangerous circumstances 
than he had been severat times before. On the day of his death 
he spoke but little, ard took but little notice of any thing; only 
now and then he dropped a few words expressive of his reliance 
as a helpless guilty sinner, on the All-sufficient Saviour. He was, 
apparently, often in prayer, and repeated “ Guide me, O thou 
great Jehovah,” and “ Jesus sought me when a stranger,” &c.— 
‘This is another afflictive dispensation; and, as we view things, a 
serious loss, not only to his bereaved partner and two orphan chil- 
dren, but also to the Mission, as he had attained such a knowledge 
of the language of these islanders as enabled him to convey in- 
struction in a plain intelligible manner, which is a more difficult 
attainment for an European than many are aware of. 
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Thus our number is lessening, while the call for instruction ox 
the part of the natives is daily increasing. Others of us are often: 
unwell; and the heavy work at our vessel, (for such it is in our 
circumstances, and with so few hands) is still unfinished. We have 
lately thought that the circumstances of the natives, and of the 
islands, cali loudly for the establishment of three or four mission- 
ary stations, including as many large schools: but we are altogether 
insuffieient, even were the concerns ef the vessel and of other 
matters relative to our temporal affairs entirely off our hands; we 
therefore again intreat the Directors to take into consideration eur 
circumstances and those of the Mission, and the request we make, 
which is also now the earnest request of bundreds of these poor 
islanders. A delay in this matter will be probably of pernicious 
consequence to the Mission: A Mission, which the Lord hath 
been pleased to bless so abundantly, notwithstanding all fermer dis- 
couragements and disappointments. 

In the beginning of May, we had the satisfaction of receiving 
by the Queen Charlotte, colonial vessel, a case of books and pa- 
pers, together with various private letters and several publie ones. 
We acknowledge with gratitude out obligations for the abundant 
and encouraging information which is contained in them. 

From the last letter of the Directors we understand there were 
medicines and other supplies sent for us, but nothing of the kind 
has reached us; nor have we heard of any thing being in the col- 
ony. However, our need of medicines and other articles is very 
great, there being so much sickness among ourselves, and among 
the people around us, who are continually applying to us fer relieé 
in their distresses. * 

We have also received from the colony near 400 copies of our 
New Testament history, and 900 cateehisms, with 100 copies of a 
few hy:mns that were composed for the use of the natives. These 
books came very opportunely, and were most gladly received by 
our people, hundreds of whom now can make use of them. We 
learnt also that the Old Testament part of the Scripture history 
was in the press at Sydney, but could not then be finished for want 
of paper. Brother Crook has been of great service in correcting 
the press, and getting these books done as well and as soon as the 
state of things in the colony would allow; ‘the Rev. Mr. Marsden 
being absent on his voyage to New Zealand, on the affairs of the 
Missionary settlement at that place. We send again by this eon- 
veyance a small spelling book to be printed at Sydney; this we 
are in much need of, those spelling books which were printed ix 
London being all expended, and the natives making many appli- 
cations for mcre. For the expenses’ attending these little publi- 
cations we must refer to Mr. Marsden, and hope there will be no 
difficulty about the payment of them, as it will be money well em- 

loyed. 
: But to be a little more particular concerning the state of the 
Mission since the date of our last. From January to the end of 
June, it appeared to prosper greatly; our congregations were large, 
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and the attendance on the means of instruction constant and en- 
couraging. The school increased rapidly, and prospered; and those 
who revounced heathenism, and became the professed worshippers 
of the true God, were increasing daily in different parts of this isl- 
and, and also at Taheite. ‘I'he priest of Papetoai, (the district 
where we reside) denounced heathenism, joined us, and publicly 
committed his god to the flames. Others followed his example 
both here and at T'aheite; morais were destroyed, and the altars 
overthrown, and the wood of them used to dress common food, of 
which different classes and sexes partook at one common meal, in 
direct violation of ancient prohibitions and customs. 

In the month of May, the queen, and her sister Pomare Va- 
hine, went ovgr to Taheite. ‘I'he latter having lately come up 
from the Leeward Islands, had never seen Taheite, but intended 
BOW, in company with a number of her people, to make the tour 
of the island. In the mean time, the king, who had resided for 
some time in our neighborhood, thought, while this party was ab- 
sent, of going himself on a slow journey around Eimeo, stopping 
awhile at different places, te see if he could persuade the chiefs 
and principal people to cast away their idols, &c. When he had 
proceeded in this manner as far as a small district called M aatea, 
he sent us the enclosed letter, to inform us of the state of religious 
affairs in that part of the island. During the month of June, we 
received also several letters from the party at Taheite, giving us 
an encouraging account of the state of things there. This party 
had not proceeded on their journey as they intended, but were still 
in the district of Pare where they had landed, and where the kiag’s 
daughter, Aimata, resided with her nurse. We were ivformed that 
considerable parts of the distriet of Pare, and of the neighboriag 
one, Matavai (our old residence) had cast away their gods, and em- 
braced the true religion. When the queen went over, the king had 
sent a book for‘his daughter. This was looked upon as a public 
testimony, that she was to be brought up in the new religion. ‘This, 
together with the rapid increase of the Bure Atua, or “ praying 
people,” for so are our people called, excited in the idolatrous 
chiefs a violent spirit of persecution. ‘They thought these things 
ought not to be endured any longer, but crushed altogether in time. 
The idolatrous chiefs of Pare, and the chief of Hapiano, got some 
of the chiefs of Matavai to join them in a conspiracy against the 
Buree Atua, and it was proposed to cut them off entirely, root and 
branch. But thinking themselves unequal to the task, those ef the 
new religion being already fermidable, both in number and respec- 
tability, they acquainted the chiefs of Atahura and Papara with 
their views and intentions, and invited them to join them. ‘These, 
though their ancient rivals and enemies, came most readily into 
the measure, and prepared to unite with them without delay; and 
on the night of July the 7th, these combined forces were to fall, 
Without merey, on those who had renounced heathenism, and ex- 
terminate them; but some of the parties being rather dilatory, and 
seeret intelligence having been conveyed to the party whose ruin 
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was determined upon, and they happening to be that evening, most 
of them, together by the sea-side, they quickly got on board their 
canoes, and set sail for Eimeo, where they arrived, and were safely 
landed the following morning. ‘The disappointed chiefs then 
quarrelled among themselves; and the Atahuruans, &c. fell upon 
the Porionu party, that is, upon the party who begun the affair and 
had invited them. They fought; the Porionu were defeated, and 
a number of men killed, among whom was one of their principal 
chiefs, and a promoter of the war. ‘Ihe Atahuruans, and those of 
Papara, being joined by Taiarabu, burnt, plundered, and cleared 
away before them, the whole of the N, E. part of Taheite, from 
the borders of Atahura to the Isthmus. The question about reli- 
gion seems now quite forgetten; and the different purties fought to 
revenge old quarrels that happened many years ago. Some time 
after, the T'aiaruba people quarrelled with those of Papara and 
Atahura; fought with them, but were defeated and driven to the 
moun tains. 

When, or how, these things may end, the Lord only knows; 
but we cease not to pray, and we do hope that these commotions 
will, in the end, be the means of furthering the good of the Mis- 
sion. A great number of refugees are come over from ‘aheite, 
and still continue to arrive. The king has repeatedly sent messa- 
ges of peace to the chiefs of the conquering party; and they have 
repea tedly answered, that there is peace between them and him; 
though they have not yet settled old affairs among themselves. 
But though the king and our people have no desire to meddle with 
the commotions of ‘l'aheite, except to promote peace, and do not 
intend to act, but as neutrals, or in self-defence, should it prove 
necessary; yet the affairs of T'aheite, have thrown things in this 
island into great confusion for some weeks past, and we have not 
been without our fears and alarms. ‘The Lord, however, hath been 
pleased hitherto, to controul and over-rule these affairs in a won- 
derful manner. They have taken a trrn, entirely undersigned, 
and unexpected by the first projectors of the war; and our people, 
whose destruction was aimed at, have hitherto eseaped; this is 
matter for praise, and for thankfulness. 

Brother Crook has written to us, expressing his desire and in- 
tention of coming to join us; and this, in one point of view, we 
should be heartily glad of, as we are so much in want of assistance, 
and he would be able immediately to manage a large native school; 
but on the other hand, the present commotions, and his large fam- 
ily, are considerations of such importance, that we dont well know 
what to say: however, we wrote both to him and the Rev. Mr. 
Marsden on the subject, representing our want of assistance, and 
also the present state of the islands. We do not wish to discourage 
him, yet we apprehend the present commotions likely to have that 
effect. The consideration of his numerous family is of great 
weight; for should he come and be soon removed by death, what is 
to become of them? And this leads to a subject nearly a-kin, 
which we would submit fo the consideration of the Directors, viz. 
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—TIn case of any of the Missionnaries dying, and leaving his wife 
behind him, or wife and family, as is the case now of Mrs. Seott 
and her two children—we ask, how is the widow, or widow and 
family of such Missionary to be supported? What dependence 
has she on the Society for necessary support ? either in case she 
remains in the Mission, or chooses to return to New South Wales, 
or to England? is 

We would again remind the Directors of the great desirableness 
of sending assistance to us speedily, whether Brother Crook should 
join us or not; and that it would be of very great service to this 
Mission to have a printing press, and a person who knows how to 
manage it; and next to this a person having a good share of medi- 
eal skill, if also of a true Missionary spirit; this would be to the 
Mission a most valuable acquisition. 

Yesterday morning before our usual Missionary Prayer Meet- 
ing, at the close of it thirty-nine more natives requested their 
names to be written down, which was done; the number is now 
about 362, not including some who were put away for bad con- 
duct, and others who died, some with very hopeful appearance of 
their dying in the Lord. ‘I'he school has also increased to upwards 
of 660, but we cannot admit more for want of books. 

With this we send a friendly and kind letter, which we have 
just received from his Excellency Governor Macquarrie, to whom 
we are under many obligations, and we submit it to the Directors, 
whether it would not be well for them to send him a friendly let- 
ter? He takes a warm interest in the prosperity of this mission, is 
well acquainted with us and our proceedings, and on all occasions 
has showu a readiness to serve us—but not to add any thing more 
to this already long letter, we shail conclude, subscribing ourselves, 
honored Fathers and Brethren, yours in the bonds of the Gospel, 

HENRY BICKNELL, HENRY NOTT, 
JOHN DAVIES, CHARLES WILSON, 
JAMES HAYWARD SAMUEL TESSIER. 
WILLIAM HENRY, 

To che Direetors of the Missionary Society, London. 


}—-_—___ | 


Translation of a Letter from King Pomare, to the 
Missionaries, referred to in the above. 


Maarea, 3d of July, 1815. 
My dear Friends, 


May you be saved by Jesus Christ, the only Saviour by whom 


we can be saved. This is an account of our journey: The ratiras 
(or chiefs) are inclined to hear and obey the word of God; the 
word of God is now growing in Moorea, (Eimeo,) Jehovah him- 
self. He if is, that causeth the growth of bis own word; for that 
reason it prospers; it grows exceedingly! 


Many there are now, that lay hold on the word of God; there 
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are others of the common people that are left; they pay no atten- 
tion to these things: but the ratiras, they all regard the word of 
God. As for Maatea, they all here—the ratiras, and common peo- 
ple—all of them have embraced the word of God; ninety-six new 
ones are ef this description. 

Not many of Haumi have as yet regarded the word of God; but 
Hamuna has. Hamuna is a man of knowledge: he has been hith- 
erto a priest of the Evil Spirit, (i. e. an idol priest;) he has en- 
tirely cast away the customs of the Evil Spirit. I am highly pleased 
with these things; and particularly that the ratiras attend so well 
to the word ef God. This was my business in this journey; it was 
to make known to them the word of God; and behold! they have 
listened unto it; they have regarded it. Had it been otherwise, I 
should have been much grieved. 

We shall not go from this place yet awhile; we were to go this 
day to Haumi: but the ratiras detained us, saying, stay a little, that 
you may know that we have in truth bearkened to the word of 
God. ‘Tio this I said, agreed; we shall not go till another Sabbath 
day is over; then we shall proceed. ‘They answered, that is well. 
The idols of these ratiras are committed to the fire; they are en- 
tirely destroyed, 

To-morrow is our meeting for prayer; the commencement of 
the new month. Should these ratiras ask me to write down their 
names, how ought I to act? Shall I write them? Write your mind 
to me without delay, and give me instructions how to do. May 
you be biessed of God. POMARE, King. 


Extract of a Letter from the Rev. Mr. Marsden, senior 
Chaplain of New South Wales. 
Paramatta, Nov. 7, 1815. 


Since I closed my letter of Oct. 2, 1 have received more par- 
ticular accounts from the Missionaries. I rejoice exceedingly that 
their labors are crowned with such wonderful success. Nothing 
ean be more gratifying to the religious world in general; but more 
particularly to us on this side of the globe. They have their way 
now plainly opened. The natives in the Society Islands have lite- 
rally *‘ cast their gods into the fire, for they were no gods, but the 
work of men’s hands, wood and stone.”’ I am anxiously Jooking 
for more Missionaries. ‘The. harvest in these islands is truly plen- 
teous, but the labourers are few. I think there will be little idola- 
iry remaining, in a short time, in these islands, so many believe the 
word, and are turned to the Lord. I am persuaded more is effec- 
ted than was ever imagined by the warmest advocate of the Mis- 
sion, in this limited time. What is twenty years for so great a 


work! (he glory of the Lord has now risen upon these heathen: 
they begin to see his salvation. Pomare writes like an apostle. 
His heart appears to be deeply engaged in the work, and he is a 
true friend to the cauze. 

This Mission bad many enemies, and the character of the Mis- 
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sjomaries was much traduced; but their adversaries must now be 
silent, for the Lord hath been on their side, and hath done great 
things for them. 

The natives have now private Prayer Meetings in different pla- 
ces, and they instruct one another where there is no Missionary. 
I think the work of conversion is so real and deep, that the gos- 
pel would spread among the natives, even if there were no Euro- 
peans with them. But I trust the Society will send out some pious 
men and women with all possible speed, to assist them. Mr. Wil- 
liam Campbell, who commands a vessel from Port Jaeksen, has 
just returned from the Society Islands, and tells me they earnestly 
desire that Missionaries may be sent among them in all direc- 
tions. 

=== 


f The following Intelligence ts extracted from a New- 
South Wales Paper. | 


Sidney, (N. S. W.) June 1, 1816, 

Ox Tuesday, arrived brig Governor Macquarrie, Capt. Camp- 
bell. She sailed from this the 24th of Nov. and reached Morea, 
(Eimeo,) one of the Soeiety Islands, where the missionaries have 
latterly dwelt, about the 6th of January. 

The country, which was beautiful in itself, has derived luxuri- 
ance from its intercourse with the British nation; the aborigines, 
who but a few months since, were cruel pagans, are now converted 
to Christianity; their idolatry is past; their wars are at an end; 
and under the guidance of their Missionary friends they promise 
to become a good and happy people. 

The inhabitants of Bola Bola made Capt. C. a presrent oF 
THEIR Deity, which consisted of a log of wood from five to six 
feet long, and two or three inches thick, with a number of faces 
earved upon it. They parted with it asa proof of their reforma- 
tion, and a token of contempt towards their former prejudices.— 
Pomarre has not been re-invested with absolute power; the chiefs 
are still afraid that he might abuse it, but he is so much the con- 
vert to Christian principles, that the fear is supposed ungrounded. 
Heresides on a small spot, a few hundred yards distant from Ta- 
heite; and seems in the enjoyment of perfect content of mind, 
distributing books to all his countrymen that apply for them, and 
indiscriminately bestowing his favors on those who had been his 
enemies as well as upon his approved friends. In fact, so won- 
derful has been the change, that it may truly be concluded a mi- 
za¢le has been wrought upon the minds of the people. 


= 
BIR. CROOK TO DR. CAREY. 
Sidney, N. S. Wales, Nov. 2, 1815. 
* Rev. and dear Gir, 


I HAVE written to you several times, and have received but 
ene letter ia return, since I sent the plants, so long ago, by the 
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Favorite. I have already informed you how the Lord in his provi= 
dence is disposing of me. Mr. Marsden’s brig, thesActive, would 
have been sent to ‘l‘aheite a short time since, but as we received 
intelligence that there were some missionaries on their passage 
hither, on their way to Taheite, Mr. Marsden thought good to send 
the Active once more to New Zealand. We expect her back in 
about six weeks. In the mean time, we hope to see our brethren 
and sisters from England; indeed, we are daily expecting them. I 
had formerly obtained a little knowledge of printing, and now for 
several months past have attended the hospitals with a view to 
medicine; as our dear friends at the islands are greatly in want of 
medical assistance. We expect to join our brethren shortly, hav- 
ing resolved to sail in the Active, which we have reason to think 
will not be much above two months. 

We have just received the most gratifying intelligence from the 
missionaries; intelligence, that will cause the Lord’s people through- 
out the world, wherever the tidings shall come, exceedingly to re- 
joice. We are about to shout “ Halleluja! for the Lord God om- 
nipotent reigneth.” ‘ ‘he kingdoms of this world are become the 
kingdoms of our Lord and ef his Christ.” At the date of Mr. Da- 
vies’ last, Sept. 2, 1815, the Gospel was gaining rapid ground. He 
informs me, that the scholars had increased to six hundred and 
sixty. Many others had partly learned to read their books. The 
majority of the people of Eimeo have renounced heathenism, and 
it is supposed there are upwards of one thousand people in that 
island who are professedly the worshippers of the true God. The 
stubborn idolators have stirred up war, with a view to root out 
Christianity, and the friends of religion have fled from their homes; 
but these people have digged a pit into which they are falling 
themselves. Not ove of the Bure Atua, or praying people, as 
they are called, have been killed; but those who fomented the 
war have quarrelled among themselves, and several have been 
giain. While these cemmotions are going on, the Lord builds up 
his church. How pleasing is the picture they present! In one 
place, we see an old servant of the missionaries coming out of 
his retirement. The instructions formerly received, work on his 
heart when at another island, and at a distance; he confers with 
others, and the Good Spirit fans the sacred flame; they all resolve 
to renounce heathenism; they assemble statedly for the worship of 
the true God; and now the leader of this little company applies 
to the missionaries for further instruction. In another place, we 
behold a once bigoted priest, who had Jong stoutly held out against 
the gospel, coming and declaring before all men, that he well 
knew the old religion; had examined it all, and had found it alf 
bed; he had aleo examined attentively the new religion, and found 
it all good; wherefore he resolved to forsake idols, and worship the 
true God. Those idols, which he had formerly removed from the 
neighborhood of the missionaries, lest they should be contamina- 
ted. are now brought out to view, and, amidst declarations of their 
helplessness and vanity, publicly committed to the flames. 
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_ “ Some are led to the missionaries to seek instruction by a 
“ream, others in consequence of conversation over a dead body, 
and many, very many, through the things that they have seen and 
heard in various pafts, and in the different islands, renounce heath- 
enism, and become the friends of the gospel. ‘This is a loud call 
to missionaries, Come over and help us. We are printing the last 
sheet of the Old ‘I'estament history in Taheitean, to which is added 
a translation of a few chapters out of the first book of Kings. A new 
edition of the spelling book also is sent here to be printed. We 
hope the printing press, and printing materials, for which I have 
‘written, will be brought out by our brethren, and that we shali 
take it to the islands with .us. 

‘“* As to the religious affaits of this colony, I must say, they are 
better upon the whole. Our little Society for the Poor, &c. las 
weathered the storm, and we have obtained respect. His Excel- 
lency the Governor has beeome an annual subscriber of 10/. 5s. 
and some gentlemen have followed his example. ‘The children of 
the colony are very numerous; a concern has been stirred up for 
their religious education, and we expect to havé a Sunday Schoolk 
Society. We shall.also have a Missionary Auxiliary Society here 
on a small scale, as we find a little interest exeiied both here and 
up the country in this blessed work. With the greatest love and 


respect for you all, dear brethren and sisters, I remain, &c. 
W. P. CROOK.” 


| 


AMERICAN BAPTIST MISSION: 


Letter from Mr. Judson to Mr. Ward: 
Raneoon, January 18th, 1816. 





Dear brother Ward, 

_ L have finished the Ubidhan fo my great joy. But I know but 
little yet about the grammar and internal strueture of the Pali.— 
My object has been words simply,without much regard to their ter- 
minations. My collection amounts to 4,320. And here I must let the 
matter rest for the present, being grieved at having spent so much 
time already on a work not directly Burman. I have heard of a 
new Palt grammar, lately compiled at Ava, said to be greatly su- 
perior to those now in use; and have taken measures. to pro- 
cure acopy. If I should succeed, I shall probably give a little 
more attention to the language. 

I am now beginning fo translafe a Kittle. I am extremely anx- 
ious to get some parts of scripture into an intelligible state, fit to 
read to Burmans that I meet with. I have nothing yet that I can 
venture to use. The Portuguese missionaries have left a version of 
some extracts of scripture not very badly executed, in regard to 
language, but full of Romish errors. This, however, will afford mé 
some assistance. I remain, Kc. 

A. JUDSON. 


C 








































































































50 Intelligence from Samarang. 


Mr. Ward to, the Editor of the American Baptist 


Magazine. 
June 24th, 1816. 
Dear Sir, 

Brorner Hovew has been at Serampore about two months.— 
He is gone down to-day to Calcutta, and expects to sail on ‘Thurs- 
day. We have presented the Rangoon Mission with a printing 
press, types, &c. and should # excite no alarm in that suspicious 
and capricious government, I hope it may enable them to print the 
divine word, with correctness and dispatch. It was a venture, 
and I hope like that of Esther's, it wilt prove a happy one. 


} —— —_______ 


INTELLIGENCE FROM SAMARANG. 


Mr. Brieckner to Dr. Ryland. 


REMBANG, near Samarang, id 
Island of Java, { Feb. 24, 1816. 


Dear Sir, and beloved Father in our Lord, © 


I rake the liberty to make you acquainted with my circum- 
stances and sentiments by letter. You probably know that I was 
sent out as a Missionary with the brethren, Supper and Kam, by 
the Independent Society, to this island. Having arrived at Bata- 
via, I soon became acquainted with the worthy brother Robinson, 
who proposed to have a Prayer Meeting together every Sunday 
evening. ‘Fo this I agreed, and attended as long as I continued 
at Batavia. But shortly after, I was obliged to leave that place. 
As I had been proposed by Dr. Ross, to the Governor, he thought 
proper to entrust me with the charge and ministry of the Dutch 
ehurch at Samarang. 

Coming to this place, I entered the chureh with the greatest 
hope and expectation of doing some good among this people, be- 
ing partly Europeans, <ad partly descendants from them. One 
year elapsed, without seeing any fruit upon my endeavors; I con- 
tinued, however, though not without some dejection of mind, te 
fulfil the duties devolving upon me according to my strength, ex- 
pecting to continue in the same situation. But having already, 
even before I left England, felt some difficulties respecting the 
abuses which prevailed in the national church of Holland. I came 
here with a mind prepared to expect them. [fn this church te 
which I was called to minister, the abuses were still greater, as 
Iaany persons came to me desiring to be admitted to membership, 
who knew not a single word to say, besides what they had learned 
by heart, from a short catechism. This had been the practice here 
mInany years, and already huadreds of such persons had been ad- 
mitted to membership in the church. I was fully persuaded that 
this was not the apostolic way, to increase the church with such: 
members, and that none ought to be called members of the church, 
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anless united by faith to Jesus Christ, and actuated by that faith 
to bear the image of the Saviour in himself. 

Christian discipline was also entirely out of use, in consequence 
of which no person could be denied church communion, though 
he lived a life contrary to the Gospel. These things depressed my 
spirits very much. 

After the arrival of brother Trout at Samarang; I went fre- 
quently to see him, and soon learned to look upon him as a very 
pious worthy brother. As we became intimate, we had sometimes 
conversation together concerning the abuses prevailing ia this 
church; I told him, among other things, that many persons came 
to me to have their childrea baptized, who were as ignorant of that 
subject as the heathens. We entered now on a conversation about 
Infant Baptism. I was alredy convinced, that baptism could not 
afford the least advantage te a child, as I knew that all new cov- 
enant blessings could only be obtained by faith in Christ: yet I 
wanted te prove to him, that infant baptism might be extended 
to satisfy the minds of parents respecting their children. But he 
observed to me that ignorant and unbelieving parents could not 
enjoy the least scriptural satisfaction respecting the matter, &c. £ 
started many objections to his reasonings, but they were all throws» 
down by him in a moment, on the grounds of common sense and 
scripture. From this very time, and still more after I had read 
your candid statement on baptism, I was fully convinced that our 
mode of baptism was not supperted by the word of God. I after- 
wards felt many upbraidings of conscience when I sprinkled some 
infants; and if I would net act quite contrary to the convictions 
of my mind and commit sin against my great Lord and Head of 
the Church, who had enlightened me, I was obliged to renounce 
my denomination and my ministry in the Dutch church, which last 
afforded me my subsistence. But as I wish to remain in this counr 
try, and especially now, to devote all my strength to the purpose 
for which 1 have been sent out to this Missionary work, I entreat 
your patronage towards me, and to acknowledge me as your Mis- 
sionary. For I shall make a public confession of my sentiments 
within a few days, and be baptized according to the word of God. 
Respecting my stay in this piace, or at least in this island, I beg 
leave to observe, if this could be granted me, it would be according 
to my wish, as I am married here, and of course haye got family 
connexions on the side of my wife. 

I must here observe, that I have not been able to apply so muck 
to the languages of the natives as I wished, and have not yet ace- 
quired a sufficient knowledge of the Malay to be useful in it, both 
on account of my connexion with the church here, and of my ilt 
state of health. But as I am to resign the first, and in the latter 
I am improving, I shall be enabled, I trust, to answer my call as @ 
Missionary. . , 

Having stated this, I hope you will not hesitate to acknowledge 
me for your brother, that I may have the pleasure to join hand in 
hand with the Baptist brethren in the great work of our Redeemer, 
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to. spread the knowledge of him among the Javanese and Malays, 
and to extend his kingdom in this benighted empire of Mahomet- 
anism, till he shal! ve known and adored by some of these igno- 
rant creatures, as their Saviour and their God. Recommending 
myself to your prayers and affections, 1 am, dear Sir, your humble 


servant and brother, 
GOTTLEOT BRIECKNER. 


——_ D> a 


Extract of a Letter from Mr. Paterson. 
Petersburgh, September 28th, 1815, 


In ashort tour from Petersburgh, we tell in with a colony of Cos- 
sacks, consisting of about ninety persons, who are in these quarters 


Jor the word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ. They belong 


originally to the Don, and are of the sect of Duhabertzy, of whom 
you will find some particulars in Pinkerton’s Greek Church. 
Since they came to Finland, they have had no books among them, 
not even a single copy of the Scriptures. We had a long conver- 
sation with one of them, who could not read, and yet he answered 
all our questions in the language of scripture. We asked if they 
had any priests among them? He answered, “ Yes, we have a great 
High Priest, who is holy, harmless,” &c. Have you baptism? “ We 
are baptized with the Holy Ghost and fire.’ Have you communion? 
“We have communion with the Lord Jesus daily.’’ Have you 
ehurches? “I hope you do not think that churches are built of 
wood and stone; wherever two or three are met together in Christ's 
name, there he has promised to be with them; and there is a church 
of Christ. We have now conversed about God for more than an 
hour, and are of one heart and one soul, we are a church when you 
will. With the so called churches we can have nothing to do, as 
they admit drunkards, &c. but a church of Christ is holy, and all its 
members must be so too. You will find no such people among us.” 
What is your opinion of the new birth? reading to him the passage 
in John iii. ‘“ We are born the first time when we are born of our 
mother, but the second time when our hearts are changed by the 
word and Spirit of God, when we are led to hate what we loved, 
and love what we hated formerly, when we give over living in sing 
not that we are perfect in this world, but we have no pleasure in sin 
as before.”” What do you think is meant by being born of water | 
and of the Spirit ? By water is not meant baptism, but the word of 

God; for we are born of the incorruptible seed of the word which 
liveth and abideth for ever; and asit is the Spirit by whose operation 
this is effected, so we are said to be born of the Spirit; that which 
is born of the flesh is flesh; so you see we are not Christians or born 
again as we came into the world, we do not inherit it from our pa- 
rents.” But seeing you cannot read, how came yow to know all this? 
**] wonder you ask such questions. Has not Jesus promised to be. 
with his people always, to the end of the world; and has He not 


promised to give them his Spirit to teach them all things! He has 
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gaid when you are brought before governors and kings for my sake, 
take no thought how or what you shall speak, for it shall be given 
you in the same hour what you shall speak; now I believe the 
promise. I have often been called to answer for my religion, and 
I have always found Jesus true to his word. And there now, when 
called to come before you, I prayed God to fulfil his promise to me, 
and he has done it. You see I speak freely, and you seem satisfied 
with me. Yourare the first we hare ever met with in this place 
who understood us. You must be taught by the same spirit.” Can 
any among you read? ‘“ There are some among us who can read: 
but you seem to lay such stress on reading and being learned: 
Jesus Christ had no other learning than his parents taught him, and 
the apostles were unlearned men. It is enough, if we are taught of 
the Spirit.” We asked him, if he crossed himself before these pic- 
tures ? he replied, “* That we cannot do; you know the command- 
ments :’’ and here he repeated the first and second. Are you obe- 
dient to the laws? “ As far as they do not interfere with our reli- 
gion or our faith. We have sworn allegiance to our Emperor, and 
we serve in the army.’’ You are called Duhabertzy? “Our gracious 
Emperor has been pleased to call us so and we submit. We call 
ourselves true Christians; we are the same as from the beginning.” 
Are there many on the Don of your way of thinking ? “ Oh yes, 
many thousands; but they are afraid to show themset ves, or to avow 
their opinions.” Have you been persecuted? “ if any man will 
live godly in Christ Jesus, he must suffer persecution.” We thea 
related to him what was goiug on in the religious world, and made 
him acquainted with the Bible Society. I wish you had been 
present while we related these things to him. He seemed to awa- 
ken as out of a dream: a heavenly joy beamed from his counte- 
nance; which melted our hearts. At last he exclaimed, “ Now he 
is near. We have long been expecting him to eome, and long beer 
convinced that he was not far distant, but never believed that such 
preparations were making for his coming. Ne person has ever told 
us of these things. I will go home to my church, and relate to 
them all these glorious things. How will my brethren rejoice when 
they hear them.’” We gave him a Russian Testament, and some 
of our society’s publications to earry home with him ta his breth- 
ren, as he always called them. It seems they have ail things com- 
mon, or nearly so. Their conduct is most exemplary: they have a 
good report of all men, even of their enemies. ‘ 








Tie a 


CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
Letter from the Rev. Robert Pinkerton, 


Tne attention of the Society has been particularly directed to the 
state of the Mahomedan world. An interesting ‘etter on this sub- 
ject, from the Rev. John Patterson to the Secretary, was printed ia 
the Appendix to the last report. T'ke following letter to the See 
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retary from the Rev. Robert Pinkerton, dated St. Petersburgh, Jaa. 
19th, (O. S.) 1816, will further illustrate the importance of the plans 
which the society is pursuing with reference to the Mahomedans, 


Rev. Sir,—It wall doubtless afford you, and the other Members 
of the Committee of the Church. Missionary Seciety, very great 
pleasure to hear that the excellent translation of the New Testa- 
ment into Persian, by the much lamented Heary Martyn, is now 
published; and that the most encouraging prospect opens for its 

speedy circulation, by mears of the Seotch missionaries in Orenbyrg 
and Astracan, andthe correspondents of the Russian Bible Society 
in Georgia. 

Several thousand Persians visit Astracan every year. Many of 
them have shown an almost incredible desire to possess the New 
‘Testament in their own language. ‘I'he missionaries there have 
distributed nearly 300 Tartar New Testaments within these few 
months; most of them among Persians. A learned Effendi, lately 
arrived from Persia, having received a copy of the Tartar Testa- 
ment, offered to translate it into Persian, provided the missiona- 
ries would print it. He was quite overjoyed at the information, 
that what he so much desired was already accomplished, and that’ 
ina few weeks he should receive a printed copy of the Persian 
translation. 

From Dr. Campbell, whe arrived here a few days ago from Per- 
sia, I was overjoyed to hear that the labors of Mr. Martyn iu Persia 
had made a great impression; that the Tract which he wrote in 
Arabic, on the Mahomedan and Christian religions, had made such 
a stir among the learned; that a certain Molwee had taken in hand 
to answer it, but that after his answer appeared it was condemned 
by his learned brethren as quite incenclusive; and that, since that 
time, some other learned Effendi had prepared another answer, with 
which, however, many seemed not quite satisfied. Dr. Campbell 
has been about sever years in Persia, isan excellent scholar in 
the language, and is abeut te return ina few weeks. He says, that 
the Persians are much mere tolerant than the ‘l'urks; and, in gen- 
eral, are ford of religious argument; and that, as a proof of this, he 
had held an argument lately on the subject of religion with one of 
their learned men who calls himself a suffa {a free thinker) in the 
presence of the king himself, who hearkened attentively to the 
dispute; and that the heir apparent, in conversing with him, some- 
times quotes the words of the Gospel in confirmation of what he is 
saying. 

From these interesting facts, surely your Society has much en- 
eouragement to proceed with its excellent plan of printing appro- 
priate religious tracts for circulation among the Mahomedans.— 
These, aceompanied by the Holy Scriptures, will penetrate, where 
Missionaries, as such, dare not yet go; and, by their means, many 
thousands may be called to consider impartially the merits of he 
Christian Religion, and ultimately be added to the church of 
Christ. 
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Tracts, in three languages, are peculiarly requisite for Mahom 
edans—in Arabic, Persian, and ‘Turkish. In all these languages, 
there are now abundant opportunities for their circulation; and it 
ought to be considered, that not only every Testament and Bible, but 
every cogeut Gospel tract also, is a voice for the Saviour; whieh, 
if onee sent abroad, will in all probabitity, before it falls by, or i 
destroyed, speak the truth intelligibly, under the Divine blessing, 
to some reader or other; and though it cannot return to inform us 
what impressions it has made on the heart of the.reader; yet we 
may rest assured, that all the fruits produced from such seed shalt 
be carefully gathered into the granary of Heaven by the Husband- 
man of souls. 

We are, perhaps, too anxious, sometimes, to see the fruits. of 
eur peculiar labors. This anxiety is very apt, at last, to cramp 
our exertions; and even to produce despondency, when our efforts 
seem not crowned with the desired success. We are more likely 
to succeed, when we labor in the field of the world with unremit- 
ted diligence, and sow the seed of life with a liberal hand in the 
true catholic spirit of the Gospel; “‘ Freely ye have received, freely 
give—In the morning, sow thy seed; and, in the evening, with- 
hold not thine hand; for thou knowest not whether shall prosper, 
either this or that; or whether they both shall be alike good.” 

1 have been astonished, now and then, at finding eopies of the 
excellent tracts published by the Calenberg Institution in the hands 
of Mahomedans, sometimes with the decayed leaves carefully past- 
ed together. — 

I am further convinced, from experience, that a Testament or @ 
tract will be permitted to declare the truths of Christianity, whem 
a single sentence from a Missionary would not be heard upon the 
subject, without exciting feelings of indignation in the votary of the 
False Prophet. I have frequently observed thinking Mahomedans 
put to shame, when the seusual doctrines of the Koran were con- 
trasted with the purity and spirituality of the Christian system: 
The more conciliatory, indeed, the language of our traets, the 
greater effect they are likely to have on the mind of the Mussel- 
man reader. 

Should you find any difficulty in procuring accurate translations 
ef our tracts-into Persian, only have the goodness to send me a 
copy of each MS. and I will employ our Persian Corrector to 
translate it for you The translation may then be sent to you, 
and stereotyped. : 

We hope you will have the goodness to send us a number of 
copies of all that you publish for the Asiatics. 

I was happy to observe in the Missionary Register, that Jello- 
ram Harrison was safely arrived at Sierra Leone, and that he was 
to be employed as a schoolmaster. May his labors be blessed 
among "is poor perishing countrymen? 

Xk remain, Rev. Sir, your humble and obedient servant, 


(Signed) ROBERT PINKERTON. 
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Extract of a Letter from the Rev. Gordon Hall, 


Missionary at Bombay, to a friend in Connecticut. 
Bomsay, Dec: 7, 1815. 


“© Very dear Sir, 
** Since I last wrote; we have received the full permission, 


both of the government here, and of the court of directors, to esta- 
blish our mission at Bombay. If you have received all my letters, 
you will no doubt acknowledge, as we do, that God has led-us in a 
remarkable way. The Lord has done great things for us, whereof 
We are glad. O that we may have grace to be faithful. 

** J enjoy the most perfect health, and am prospered in my stud- 
aes. I begin to feel at home in the language of the heathen. Ef 
preach to them every day in the week without exception. For 
some time past, the average number of my hearers has been about 
ene hundred each day. My rule is to spend at least three hours ev- 
ery day among them. This, added to my constant reading of their 
books, gives me every opportunity for improvement in their Jan- 
guage; and I confidently expect, in a few years, should I live, to 
speak it as Ido my own. I have translated a considerable propor- 
tion of the Gospels, a Catechism, and have written several tracts, 
eopies of which I am constantly lending for a few days, to one and 
another of the heathen. ‘The Lord be praised, I am happy in my 
work, and bless Goud that he ever put it into my heart te be a mis- 
sionary. 

“ I enclose you a speeimen of ordinary Hindoo painting, which 
represents the 3d and 4th of the ten famous incarnations of Vishnu. 
In the 3d, Vishnu took the form of a boar, though the whole of 
his shape, except his head, is often represented as human. Iu the 
Ath, he took the form of part man and part lion. The design of 
these incarnations was the destruction of certain malevolent beings, 
called Diteia. The story in brief is this. At the door of Vishnu 
were two sentinels, one by the name of Jey and the other Weejey. 
On a certain day, a holy man, named Shanka, was approaching, 
whom the sentinels hailed and forbade to pass. At this Shanka 
was 50 enraged, that he cursed them both, and decreed, (for holy 
men, they say, have power to inflict whatever curse they please, ) 
that Jey and Weejey should be for ever banished from their exalted 
and happy station, and doomed to all the pains incident to innu- 
merable successive transmigrations in the form of beasts of the 
earth. Sensible of the awful nature of their curse, they prostrated 
themselves at the feet of Shanka, and implored a mitigation of it. 
Their supplications moved him to pity; and Shanka toid them, 
that if th. y would commit some enormous wickedness, God would 
iminediately destroy them, and whoever meets death directly from 
the hands of God obtains an instantaneous deliverance from all sin 
and evil, and is compietely absorbed in the Divine essence. For 
this end. one of the sentinels took the character of a Diteia by 
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(ie mame of Hirungaksr, and the other took the same character, by 
the name of Hirungakushup. ‘hey began in the usual way, by 
performing many severe austerities, and religious ceremonies. In 
this way they arrived at an amazing degree of holiness, and ac- 
quired such an influenee with the gods, that they could ask and re- 


ceive whatever boon they pleased. Having secured this power, 


they began to afflict the righteous, and destroy the world. Hi- 
rungakst proceeded so far, that he actually began to drown the 
earth. Upon this Vishnu became incarnate in the monstrous form 
of a boar, and raised up the sinking world upon his tusk, as repre- 
sented in the painting. He also killed the Diteia, as represented in 
the same figure. 

«“ After this Hirungashup was born in another form, practised 
his austerities, accumulated his holiness, and rose in his influence 
with the gods until he was assured that whatever boon he should 
ask would surely be granted. He then demanded, that he might 
not be liable to death either by the violence of man or beast, by 
any one either of human or brutal birth, either by night or by day, 
or any where upon the face of the earth. ‘This being secured to him 
he immediately commenced such a dreadful havoc of the human 
race, that in order to save the world it became necessary to destroy 
him without delay. But this must be done in such a way, as not 
to violate the obligation which had been entered into. Vishnu 
therefore became incarnate, in the form of part man and part lion, 
that he might be neither maw nor beast; and that he might be born 
of neither man nor beast, he sprung out of a post, which opened 
from top to bottom, as exhibited in the other figure; and that he 
might not kill the Diteia by day nor by night, nor upon the earth, 
he caught him in the time of twilight, and raising him from 
the ground tore out his entrails. All this is most implicitly be- 
lieved by the Hindoos. When I have been reasoning with them, 
on the absurdity and guilt of worshipping, a stock, or a stone, they 
often reply, we worship God, who is in that stone or block. Is not 
God in every thing ? Did he not spring out of the post, &c ? Their 
foolish stories of this kind are endless. When will this darkness flee 
away; When will the Sun of Righteousness arise upon the nations 
with healing in his wings ! ? My dear Sir, persuade a host of mis- 
sionaries to come.’ 


nti 


CALL FOR BIBLES. 


Extract of a Letter from Rev. Benjamin Davies, to 
Rev. D. Benedict, of Pawtucket, R. I. 


Dear Brother, 

My last summer’s impressions were such for the salvation of the 
people of this State, that I believe it was the will of God, that I 
should leave the churches I then served, to the eare of Brother 
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Morris, (a learned and pious young man from South Carolina,) and 
come to this country. I landed in New-Orleans the 29th of De- 
cember, where I have remained until a few weeks past. ‘The 
Louisiana Bible Society has appointed me their agent, to visit each 
Parish, distribute Bibles, form Auxiliary Societies, receive dona- 
tions, &c. I have met with the greatest imaginable success. fF 
make the villages up the Mississippi my principal places of depo- 
sit. In this place, Baton Rouge, St. Francisville, and Point Coupie, 
I have distributed the few Bibles we had on hand, in the English, 
French, and Spanish languages. Never did I know the worth of 
Bibles as I now do. The English are, miserably supplied. They 
are not to be had in this state for money. ‘The French and Span- 
ish are entirely destitute. I have given Bibles to some of the 
wealihy among them, who told me they never saw one before.— 
Many of them have thought the Priests only told them of the 
existence of such a Book, to gain their eonfidence. You would re- 
joice to see them receive the sacred volume;. they receive it as from 
heaven indeed. They show me how many pages they have read,: 
and speak freely of their contents. ‘The only difficulty that now 
exists is we are not able to supply half the persons who apply.—— 
Their disappointment is se great, I am often filled with the deepest 
sorrow. © that God may so order his Providence, that this people 
may have his word ! The Americans subscribe liberally to the Bi- 
bie Society. Since the 15th of February I have formed two Aux- 
iliary Societies. About 700 dollars have been subscribed. The 
gentlemen of New-Qrleans made up 800; the ladies 200. Minis- 
ters of any denomination, who possess learning and piety, 
will be sure of meeting a cordial reception, and will be liberally 
supported, should they come to this state. Use your influence in 
this particular fer our advantage. Fhave seen no regular stationed: 
Preacher in the State. I am told there is one or two Baptists on 
the Amite who have churehes. They have but Kttle influence ina 
rich country like this, filled with pride, and every abomination.— 
I have a thousand things to say, but time fails. I am, dear broth- 
er, yours, &c. BENJAMIN DAVIES: 


Danaldsonville, (Louisiana,) March 29th, 1816. 


————_— 


THE FOUR GOSPELS IN HEBREW FOR THE JEWS.- 
Letter from Mr. Hawtrey to Miss Hannah Adams. 
London Society House, Spitalfields, Sept. 25. 


My déar Madam—Your kind letter, inclosing a draft for one 
hundred pounds from the Ladies’ Boston Society, has just come to 
hand, and I hasten to send you the cordial thanks of our com- 
mittee for the same. I have also to acknowledge the receipt of 
your interesting work, with the accompanying letter. Amidst 
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some discouragements, sent doubtless by God to try our faith and 
patience, a very bright prospect of a final blessing on our endeay- 
ors still lies open before us. We have just completed the four gos- 
pels and acts of the Apostles in pure Biblical Hebrew, and the 


committee of the British and Foreign Bible Soeiety have also just 


received such pressing calls for them from Russia and Poland, 
where there are nearly a million of Jews, that they are about te 
take of us one thousand copies for immediate circulation there.— 
This isa most providestial interference in our faver, and shows at 
We have also two young Jewish Rab- 
bies who are studying for the Ministry, in whom the grace of God 
is very conspicuously displayed. in our schools we have at this 
time forty-one boys aud thirty-seven girls. Most sincerely praying 
that the God of Abraham may bless all those ladies who have taken 
up the cause of poor outcast Israel, and that their example may be 
very widely followed in America. I am, dear Madam, yours truly. 
C. Hawrrey, Joint Secretary. 


REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 


We have authentic information, that about one Aun- 
dred persons have been baptized in Norwich village, 
Since the present year commenced; and that the town 
of Smithville, has also been favored in a remarkable 
manner: one hundred have recently been baptized. 





— 


#zxtract of a Letter from Elder Joun Bostwick. 


Hartwick, (Otsego County,) March, 1817. 
Dear Brother, in our common Lord, 

[ received your letter by the hand ef brother Bacon; and was 
greatly rejoiced with the account you gave of the glorious power 
of Divine grace, in cenquering rebellious sinners, and turning 
their hearts unto God. O how greatly do the angels of ‘God re- 
joice, in beholding the numerous converts flocking to the Saviour’s 
standard, from every part of the world. I conclude that your 
heart overflows withjoy, while you hear children shouting hbosan- 
nahs to the Son ef David. May the Lord of the harvest continue 
his kindness unto you, and jengthen out the season. of refreshing 
for a great while to-come. 

_ “* When I received your letter, I had just returned from one 
of our general meetinzs, which was held in Unadilla. We had a 
very happy and refreshing season. Brother S. preached. I think 
I never saw him exercised with so much animation in pre: -hing 
before. He informed me, that the church ia Frankiin still enjoyed 
& state of peace, and appeared to be tenderiy wniféd in love.— 
Also, they have been blessed with a season oi refreshing irom the 
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resence of the Lord. Several have been baptized and united ta 
the church, and appear to go on their way rejoicing. 

** With respect to the awakening in this place, there is still a 
good degree of serious attentjon to divine things, and much enga- 
edness in the cause of God. New cases of conviction are not so 
frequent as they have been; yet there are some who are enquiring, 

what they shall do to be saved. ‘I'he work has had to encounter 
much opposition. ‘The Smithites have labored incessantly to dis- 
turb our peace, and make proselytes: But hitherto the Lord hath 
helped us. 
' -“ T have baptized fifty-six persons since the seventh day of last 
July; numbers of them were from among the youth. The youngest 
which | baptized was thirteen years of age, and the oldest sixty. 
The work has not been rapid, and what some would call powerful, 
but remarkably solemn and free from enthusiasm. The candidates 
for baptism, have in general given a very clear and satisfactory 
evidence of a change of heart. The whole number that have 
been added to the church since the work began, amounts to seventy- 
four. I think others will unite soon. This is the Lord's doing, 
and it is marvellous in our eyes. During the progress of this work, 
I have been led to contemplate with wonder and admiration on 
the dealings of Divine providence towards us. My health has 
been much improved; so that I have been able to perform more 
ministerial labor in a given space of time, than for ten years be- 
fore. O how good is the King of Israel! how faithful to his pro- 
mises! “ As thy day is, so shall thy strength be.”—* And I will 
never leave thee, nor forsake thee.” 


** Many of the subjects of this work were from among the most 
unpromising materials, for the spiritual building. Some had been 
universalists, others deists. Their moral habits had been very 
loose and irreligious. Like Gallio, they cared for none of those 
things. So hardened were many of them, that it seemed as though 
it was impossible to move them. Dark and gloomy was the 
scene before us, previous to the commencement Of the aw akening; 
many seemed ready to bid defiance to the thunders of the great 
Jenevan’s law, and were disposed to treat with scorn and deri- 
sion, the tenderest expressions of a Saviour’s love, The house 
and worship of God were despised, and forsaken; the sabbath pro- 
faned, and the religion of a bleeding Saviour, was the sub- 
ject of popular ridicule and contempt. Colduess and stupidity, 
like a chilling frost, seemed to be freezing up all the energies of 
pious zea]. Very few frequented our solemn assemblies. Our 
church and covenant meetings were lamentably deserted: Ichabod 
was inseribed on all things around us; the glory was departed. A 
few faithf.! disciples wept between the porch and altar, over the 
painful desolations in Zion. A sweeping mortality had carried a 
number of our members to the grave. Some departed from the 
faith, by giving heed to seducing spirits and doetrines of devils. 

' But when the mournful gloom had thickened around us into 
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Egyptian night, and we were many days without the light, like 
the mariners with Paul, we cast out our anchor and wished for the 
day. At length the Sun of righteousness seemed to rise upon us, 
with healing in his wings; and the prophetic voice said to us— 
“ Arise, shine, for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is 
risen upon thee.’ The great Shepherd of Israel came leaping 
upon the mountains, skipping upon the hills, to bring peace and 
salvation to his people. ‘The day-spring from on high has visited 
us. And we beheld the glory of the God of Israel, like the mor- 
ning spread upon the mountains—beautiful, mild and pleasant. 
© that men would praise the Lord, for all his goodness to the chil- 
dren of men. 

‘‘ There has a number united with the Congregational church 
in this place. I do not kaow the exact number, but I believe it is 
upward of sixty.” 


Ta 
—— 


Extract of a Letter dated Penfield, Jan. 27, 1817. 
Dear Brother, 


AccorDING to your request, I now attempt to give you some 
account of the state of things among us. About a fortnight after 
I saw you, I put myself under the watch-care of the church in 
Ontario, under the pastoral care of Elder Palmer. He preached 
with us that day, and baptized four persous. Four weeks from 
that day he came and baptized seven more, among whom were 
Mr. Taylor, my sister, and her husband. 

The church in Ontario, one year age last September, was 
formed of thirteen members. ‘I'he March following, Elder Palmer 
settled there, and God has greatly succeeded his fabors. At our 
last visit to that church, it consisted of one hundred and ten per- 
sons. A number have joined since. The reformation still conti- 
nues;—iwenty-two were baptized on New-Year’s day, and on the 
Wednesday following, nine more. 

I rejoice in what the Lord has done for us here. When I came 
first into this place, the name of the Lord was hardly named among 
us; but the times seem to have altered. We have meetings, though 
not much preaching; till of Jate, the Lord has been pleased to raise 
up one of our brethren, I believe, to teach us the way of salva- 
tion. I think J enjoy the presence of God, and trust he will not 
leave his children comfortless. My soul seems to be drawn out to 
God, when I eontemplate his goodness, I think I can look forward 
beyond the grave, to that time when this mortal shall put on im- 
mortality; when all the redeemed of the Lord shall return with 
joy, when sorrow and sighing shall be done away. ‘I'hat this may 
be eur happy lot, is the sincere prayer of your unworthy sister, im 


the Lerd. 
| NANCY TAYLOR. 
Elder Jonathan Ferris. 
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62 Madison Society Auxiliary, &c, 


MADISON SOCIETY AUXILIARY TO THE BAPTIST 
BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


Tne Annual Meeting of this Society was held on Wednesday, 
February 19th, 1817, in the Baptist Meeting- House in Homer. 


A Missionary Sermon was preached by Elder Danie Has- 
cauL, from Galatians vi. 9; and a contribution was taken. 


The Society then proceeded to transact the necessary business. 


The following Brethren were elected the Boarp or Dirscrors, 
for the ensuing year:— | 


Bilder ALFRED BENNET, President. 
Elder DANIEL HASCALL, Secretary. 
Deacon SAMUEL PAYNE, Treasurer. 
Elder THOMAS PURRINGTON, 
Elder RICHARD H. BENEDICT, N 
| 


Directors. 
Deacon ASA BENNET, and m. 
Deacon EDWARD SOUTHWORTG, | 
State of the Funds. 
Receipts. 
€ontribution in Eaton, September 14, 1815, at the 
formation of the Society, . - $35 28 
Payment of members received at the same time, 18 00 
Contribution in Hamilton, January, 1316, - 16 47 
Contribution and payment of members, in Hamilton, 
at the meeting of the Society, Feb. 21, 1816, 35 23 


Donations by the hand of Farperick FreEsAN, at 
the same time. : 


From Joseph Garratt, - - 0 50 
Timothy Phelps, - - 1 00 
Abraham D. Lamather, - 1 00 
Silvester Cole, + . : 0 50 
S. Warner, - ee - _ 0 75 
Benjamin Chase, - - - 1 00 

Contribution at the meeting of the Madison Associ- 

ation, in Cazenovia, September 12, 1816, (inclu- 

ding the avails of three rings) - 97 71 
Betsey, Sherman, - . 1 00 
Deacon Jonathan Olmstead, in cotton cloth, - 100 0@ 
Forwarded by Directors & Assistants, Feb 19, 1817. 
Samet Payne, - : 8 00 

By do. Contribution in Hamilton, ee 10 29 








Carried forward, $ 376 68 


























ALFRED Bennet, - ‘ 

By do. From a Friend to the benighted 

part of mankind, 
A young Person, é 
Tuomas PourrinGTon, . ( 

By do.——From Abraham Pannel,. ~ 
Epwarp SourTHwortTnh, - “ 
SamMvueL Torry, - A 

By do. From. Jonathan Lewis, ‘ 

Rhoda Dickiason, . 
FREDERICK FREEMAN, . 

Contribution, . é 
Natruan Peck, . . 

Joun Peck, - - 

By do. Contribution in Cazenovia, 

From Edward Parker, _ 
Chauncey Parker, - 
Don Carlos Parker, - 
Dr. William Fitch, - 
A female Friend to Missions, — 
NATHAN BAKER, . . 
SALMON Morton, - f 
JONATHAN Ferris, - i 
By do. From f[srael Ferris, . 





Ricnuarp H. Brnepict—Contribution in Smyrna, 


Total of Receipts, 


Disbursements. 
Transmitted to the Treasurer of the Baptist Board 
of Foreign Missions, May, 1816, . : 
For printing the Constitution, - 
Secretary’s Book, - - 
Proved counterfeit, 


Total of Disbursemente, 








Total Receipts, 
Total Disbursements, 


Balance in the Treasury, February 19, 1817, 


Madison Society Auxiliary, &c. 
Brought over,$376 68 
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 Obituary..... Poetry: 


he OBITUARY. | 
DIED—In the Illinois Territory, August 20, 1816, Elde# 
EDMUND JONES. 

He was first approbated to preach by the Baptist Church in 
Fabius, (N. ¥.) and his public improvements were very satisfactory 
to the members of that church. From Fabius, he removed witlt 
his family to Chautauque, where he was ordained, and resided some 
years. He was highly esteemed as a Christian minister, not only 
by the church at Chautauque, which was constituted at, the time 
of his ordination, but also by the inhabitants in the adjacent set- 
tlements. From this place he removed to Pittsburgh, (Penn.) 
where he resided some years; and thence to the state of Ohio; and 
thence to the Illinois Territory. 

The following is an extract of a4 letter from his wife fo her pa- 
vents, in Fabius, in which she gives an account of the death of her 
husband. 

“ He was sick about ten days, but walked about daily. The day 
that he died, he appeared to be better: I had hopes of his getting 
well. About the middle of the afternoon, he walked out and said, 
he felt entirely easy. He was very sleepy all day. About the set- 
ting of the sun I found it impossible to awake him; and as means 
‘were used to revive him, he stretched himself in bed, but never 
moved afterward. About midnight his breath left him. He is 
gone to the regions above, and I am left to mourn. This is a day 
of affliction for me. I pray God to sanctify this bereaving stroke 
ef his hand to me, and my children.” 


—E i 
TO THE SWALLOIW.—A Sonnet. 


I bid thee welcome, herald of the spring; 
Well pleas’d to trace thy many-circling flight: 
if not one twitt’ring bird may summer bring, 
Let not our northern cold your race affright. 


Say, if from southern climes thy weary’d wing 

Has borne thee, voyager, through the tracklegs air ? 
Or, do y our tribes to rocks in clusters cling ? 

Spend you in ponds the months of Winter drear? 


Or, torpid, do you dose the months away ?* 
Where, curious man, that traces worlds on high, 
And tells the stars that glitter in the sky,— 
Where Swallows pass the Winter cannot say. 


Philosophy inquires in vain—TI ask no more. 
Your silence bids me Nature’s God adore! 


@ Referring to the different hypotheses of philosophers respecting 
swallows. 





